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TE 4.8

EDU 218 Introduction to Field Experience 
TO THE HOSTING TEACHER: 

The purpose of this initial exploratory practicum is to introduce university students interested in pursuing a career in education to the daily work of a classroom teacher.  This is one of the first classes a student takes in the USF Education Program.  The final evaluation form which will be completed by the hosting teacher serves as one of the materials that will be reviewed when the student is considered for acceptance into the USF Teacher Education Program. 

STUDENTS CAN HELP IN THE CLASSROOM IN THE FOLLOWING WAYS: 
 1.  Assist students on a one-to-one basis or small groups in subject area(s).

 2.  Tutor a child who has been ill or who needs individual attention.

 3.  Assist students in gathering materials, writing reports, working on projects.

 4.  Work with a group of students on the problem or project they have planned.

 5.  Assist the teacher in large group projects.

 6.  Prepare bulletin boards.

 7.  Observe students with a specific purpose in mind.

 8.  Print lists, charts, maps, captions. (In moderation)
 9.  Gather and prepare materials for an activity.

10.  Make teaching aids.

11.  Assist with checking papers, tests, worksheets. If the university student checks papers, have all materials available and allow the university student to help plan remediation of a problem area.

12.  Assist students at learning centers.

13.  Lead small open-ended discussion groups.

14.  Make a game for a learning center or other purposes.

15.  Give spelling words or sentence dictation to students.

16.  Read to a student(s).

17.  Listen to individuals or small groups read orally.

18.  Compile resource materials for discussion in class.

19.  Escort students (bus, office, restrooms, playground, library, specials).

TO THE STUDENT:

 1.  Prepare for your visit to the assigned classroom as though you were the teacher of the class.

 2.  Wear appropriate clothing and be well groomed.  Jeans are not permitted and your clothing must meet the dress code of the school.
 3.  Build an atmosphere of mutual respect with both students and mentor teacher.

 4.  Be prompt in arrival and plan on eating lunch in the school building.  You arrive when the teachers arrive and you are free to leave after the students depart. 
 5.  Report to the office the first day wearing your USF ID.  
 6.  Gum chewing is not permitted.

 7.  Cell Phones are to remain “off” during the entire school day.  

 8.  Please determine in advance how the mentor teacher would like you to contact him/her in case you become ill or encounter an unavoidable delay.
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